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Co-Presidentôs Letter 

April 2010  

A s I run from errand to errand with my umbrella in hand, I 
feel like complaining about the weather, and yet I know that 
this is the kind of weather that brings families together. We 

are finding time for a board game in the evening, a trip to the 
movies on the weekend, more time for homework, and a chance to 
peruse the local papers for activities to keep busy while it rains 
outside.  
 
This is a great time for us all to be getting our tickets for this year's 
PTA Play called "Children of Eden" which is about the coming 
together of families and which will be held April 8-11th and is a 
show not to be missed. Please check further in this Bellringer issue 
for descriptions and locations to buy your tickets - including online 
this year at the PTA website.  
 
We would like to take this time to mention the painful tragedy here 
in Amherst and to let the community know that our support and 
caring thoughts are with the family and their friends.  
 
We would like to thank local resident Jean Rogers who was our very 
popular guest speaker at our March meeting who discussed her book 
"Kids Under Fire". Jean shared with us strategies for getting our 
children of any age to step away from the electronics in their lives 
and engage with their families. It is not a cold-turkey approach, but a 
realistic one coming from the heart of a mom with children who has 
practiced what she teaches. Jean will also be offering a workshop for 
parents to cover more in-depth strategies for their personal 
households to make changes. Those in attendance at her PTA 
presentation in March will receive a discount off the workshop price. 
Details to come.  
 
And, as every spring rolls around, we are given the chance to 
welcome new faces to the PTA board. This year we are pleased to 
announce that we are looking to welcome anyone interested in being 
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a co-president, secretary, Board Member-at-large (a learning role), 
Reflections Chair, Holiday Storytime chair, or Family Info night chair 
to please contact us so we can answer all your questions.  
 
And, thanks to those that have served on committees and board 
positions this year, the PTA has raised enough money again this year 
to not only support curriculum enrichment, but also to provide Grant 
Dollars to the schools for items that they may request like white 
boards, document cameras, calculators, drums, and other necessities to 
encourage education. We welcome you to please attend the PTA 
meetings for April and for May so that we can discuss some of these 
items with you and gather a quorum for voting these grants into 
acceptance.  
 
Please enjoy this issue of the Bellringer and we hope to see you at the 
play! 
Regards, 
 
Jennifer Boucher and Gillian Smith 
Co-Presidents 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tuesday, April 6th 
 AMS/Clark/Wilkins 

Late Start 
 
Thu, Apr 8th-Sun, Apr 11th 
 PTA Play, SHS Theater 
 
Tue, Apr 13th-Fri, Apr 16th 

AMS Book Fair 
 
Friday, April 16th 
 AMS Dance, Grades 6-8, 

7-9pm 
 
Tuesday, April 20th 
 PTA General Meeting, 

AMS, 7-8:30pm 
 
Wednesday, April 21st 

 Wilkins Grade 3  
 Music Show,  
 6:30& 7:30pm 
 
Thursday, April 22nd 
 Snow Date,  
 Wilkins Grade 3  
 Music Show 
 
Mon, Apr 26th-Fri, Apr 30th 
 No School- Spring Break 
 

Attic Resources Requests  

 
AMS 

673-8944 
 

Linda Farrington and Kelly Kalenik (Grade 7) 
 
In a space junk project, students will create models of the Cassini 
probe, Hubble telescope, etc. from recycled items.  Recycled items 
with various shape and texture are desired. 
 

¶Toilet paper rolls 
¶Paper towels 
¶Wrapping paper rolls 
¶Cleaned food trays 
¶Egg cartons 
¶Cleaned food containers 
¶Etc. 

 

Please provide items directly to the requestor. 
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Please look for a brief survey concerning this yearôs Family Math Night that will help us know what 
worked well, and what can be improved to make next yearôs event even better! We invite everyone to 
fill out the survey, whether or not you attended this year. The survey is available during the month of 
April through the PTA website, AmherstPTA.org/FamilyMath. Thanks in advance for your 
participation, Beth Hall, Karen Oates & Deanna Zell, 2010 FMN co-chairs  

PTA Magazine Drive  
 
Do you have magazine renewals due? 
If so, the PTA Magazine drive runs all year long. 
   
Using our school code all orders still benefit 40% toward the Amherst School District.   
Orders can be made 24 hours a day at www.qsp.com and can be a magazine renewal or new 
magazine purchase. 
Just follow the steps below: 
 
Please go to www.qsp.com 
Click "shop now" under the yellow supporters section 
Enter 425006783 for school/organization  
(This is the Amherst School Middle School/PTA code and is good every year & all year.) 
Shop for all your desired magazine by placing them in your cart  
(to find specific magazines just search by name in the search window) 
After finding your magazines, proceed to check out 
Enter mailing address & billing address 
Under participant information:  Check box for "I do not have a participant to support. Please just 
have my order support AMS/AMHERST PTA."  The monies from this code benefit Clark, Wilkins 
& AMS students & activities. 
This will give 40% of your order to the Amherst School District to be used for educational activities 
for students in all Amherst Schools throughout the school year. 
Then complete check-out. 
  
Please feel free to share this code with family and friends as every little bit helps.  
Thank-you again for your continued support, 
Susan Shaw 
PTA Magazine Chair 
susansconsignments@comcast.net 
 

mailto:susansconsignments@comcast.net
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Reflections Winners  
 

On Saturday, January 16th, 2010 at the Clark School MPR, we celebrated the Arts! One 
hundred twenty-four studentsô works of art were on display for all to enjoy. Photographs and 
Visual Arts entries were viewed, Literature entries were read, and Film, Dance and Music entries 
were watched and listened to by parents, students and teachers alike. Refreshments were served 
by the PTAôs Hospitality committee, and a fabulous time was had by all! The talents of our 
students were amazing! Thank you for taking the time out of your busy day to come show your 
support. 
 
The following photographs were left out of last months article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wilkins State: 
Front:  Mariss Romano, Christopher Sodders, Grace Valvano, Rylee Young, Evmorfia Alton 
Back:  Julia Tilton, Olivia Freud, Alexis Warner, Anna Quinlan, Katie Peters, Cameron Bacher, 
Bailey Conard, Sarah Kayser, Rebecca Benjamin  
 

 
Wilkins Honorable Mention: 
Front:  Anthony Romano, Abigail Ahearn, 
Joe  Bennet t ,  Char lo t te  Roh l fs 
Back:  Julia Tilton, Maggie Smith, Brittany 
Drew, Holly Rohlfs, Alyssa Saunders  
 
 



Don't miss the Amherst PTA's 58th annual production, Children of Eden, April 8 -11 
at Souhegan High School!  Stephen Schwartz's musical uses familiar characters 
from the Old Testament, but the stories he tells are about the relationships 
between parents and children and conflicts that occur when parents don't agree 
with their children's choices.   Tickets are available at  �7�K�H���%�O�D�F�N���)�R�U�H�V�W�����0�R�X�O�W�R�Q�¶�V��
Market, Homestead Grocery and Deli, and The Toadstool Bookshop.  Tickets are 
also avai lable online at www.amherstpta.org/t ickets < http://
www.amherstpta.org/tickets >  < http://www.amherstpta.org/tickets >  


