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Greetings Parents and Teachers! 
 

T hanks so much for joining us at the November meeting!   This being 
the last Bellringer of 2009, we'd like to draw your attention to 

upcoming events you won't want to miss! 
 
Holiday Storytime will be held on December 4 at 6:30 pm in the Clark 
Multipurpose Room.  Come enjoy classic holiday stories read aloud by 
our very own talented Clark/Wilkins teachers.  This promises to be a 
delightful evening for both YOUNG and old. 
 
Auditions for the PTA play, Children of Eden, will be held on January 12 
and 14 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm in the Clark Multipurpose Room.     
 
The theme for Reflections is "Beauty is..." and all entries are due at your 
school office by January 4, 2010.  The Art Show/Open House featuring 
all entries will be held on Saturday, January 16, 2010 from 2:00 to 4:00 
pm  in the Clark Multipurpose Room. 
 
Finally, weôd like to thank Gerry St. Amand, Principal Clark-Wilkins 
school and Porter Dodge, Principal Amherst Middle School for their 
presentations.  Please refer to the minutes which will be posted on our 
website for further details. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the next PTA meeting on January 12, 
2010 at 7:00 pm at the Amherst Middle School library. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
Gillian Smith and Jennifer Boucher 
Co-Presidents 
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Friday, December 4th- 
 Holiday Story Time, 

Clark Multi-Purpose Room, 
6:30pm 

Tuesday, December 8th-  
 Late Start  
 AMS/Clark/Wilkins  
December 8th-9th-  
 AMS Band Concerts 

Grades 6, 7, & 8,  
 AMS Café, 6pm 
Friday, December 11th-  
 AMS Student Council 

Social-Grades 5-6, 
 2:15-4pm                            

AMS Student Council 
Dance-Grades 7-8, 

 7-9pm 
Wednesday, December 16th- 

AMS Chorus Concert, 
Grades 7-8,  

 AMS Café, 6pm 
Tuesday, December 22nd- 

Clark/Wilkins Holiday 
Parties 

Tuesday, December 22nd- 
Snow date AMS Band & 
Chorus Concerts 

December 24th- January 3rd- 
Holiday Recess 

Tuesday, January 12th-  
 Late Start- 
 AMS/Clark/Wilkins 
Tuesday, January 12th-  
 PTA General Meeting, 

AMS Café, 7-8:30pm 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

PTA Update  

On Saturday, November 14th, Jennifer Boucher and Gillian Smith, 
along with Maryellen Concannon the PTSA president, attended the 
Annual New Hampshire State PTA Convention which was held at 
the Radisson Hotel in Nashua. It was an honor to meet some of the 
board members that make up our NH State PTA along with board 
members from PTA's all over the state. We got to attend break-out 
sessions that were an hour each, enter a few raffles, and meet with 
over 30 vendors that came to talk about what types of fundraisers, 
curriculum programs, and benefits they can give to PTA members 
and the schools. We learned about healthy eating initiatives, how to 
better use our online database and share it with all of the 
membership, how to be better involved with the teachers and the 
students, how to run an eco-friendly school, and much more. We 
will have a summary of all this great stuff at the next PTA meeting so 
please join us. 

For all current Amherst PTA family members 
 
The 2009-2010 Amherst PTA Student Directories have been deliv-
ered to Clark, Wilkins and AMS during the last week in October, so 
look for one to come home in your childôs backpack this week, if it 
hasnôt already!  The directory is for current members only, and will 
have your PTA membership card stapled inside, as well as an Apple-
beeôs Multiuse Discount card with expiration date of December 31, 
2009. This card, which has been provided to you by the New Hamp-
shire State PTA, can be used multiple times before the expiration 
date! 
 
As a current Amherst PTA member, you are eligible to log onto the 
www.PTA.org  website any time, with the username and password on 
the back of your membership card. Check it out!  The Parent Topics 
section features what matters to you. Parents today are challenged 
more than ever, and the PTA offers plenty of resources, based on its 
century of commitment to children, to help equip parents with the 
r ight tools at home, at school,  and in l i fe.  
The PTA is much more than meetings, volunteering and fundraisers! 
PTA publishes resources covering its key areas of expertise ï parent 
involvement, child safety, student success, health and wellness, educa-
tion funding, and diversity and inclusion. The PTA website provides 
you with articles tip sheets, parent guides, checklists and more to help 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Tuesday, January 12th- 
Clark/Wilkins, 
Introductory Meeting 
for Invention 
Convention Wilkins 
Gym 4-5:15 

Wednesday, January 13th- 
Snow Date- 
Introductory Meeting 
for Invention 
Convention 

Wednesday, January 13th- 
AMS Chorus Concert, 
Grades 5&6,  

 AMS Café 6pm 
Thursday, January 14th- 

Snow Date for AMS 
Chorus Concert, 
Grades 5&6 

Monday, January 18th-  
 No School,  
 Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day 
Friday, January 22nd  
 AMS Dance,  
 Grades 6-8, 7-9:30pm 
Tuesday, January 26th-  
 Wilkins Grade 4 Music 

Show 6:30 &7:30pm 
Wednesday, January 27th- 

Snow Date, Wilkins 
Grade 4 Music Show 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Holiday Story Time 2009  

Take time to celebrate the holidays and sip hot 
chocolate while listening to teachers and 
community members read holiday stories.  All 
families are invited to attend the Holiday Story 
Time on Friday, December 4th, from 6:30 to 
7:30 PM in the Clark School Multipurpose 
room.  Pajamas and Blankets are encouraged!  
SHARE Donations will be accepted at this 
event.  Please bring non-perishable food items 
or toiletries and receive a bonus raffle ticket 
for a chance to win a holiday story.  All guest 
will receive raffle ticket upon entry.We hope to 
see you there!  

All Reflections entries are due to your school office no later than 
January 4, 2010. This yearôs Reflections Art Show and Open House will 
be held at the Clark School Multipurpose Room (MPR) on Saturday, 
January 16, 2010 from 1-4 p.m.  You can enjoy refreshments and come 
and go as you like to view all the entries over these three hours.  The 
snow date is Saturday, January 16, 2010, same time and place.  All 
students and their families, school staff and judges are encouraged to 
attend!  All categories will be on display along with viewing stations for 
dance and film, and a listening station for music. Awards will be 
handed out at the awards table, and state entries will be announced. 
We hope to see you there!  

 

Any child from Kindergarten through grade 12 can enter in six 
categories:  Literature, Dance Choreography, Film Production, Visual 
Arts, Photography, and Musical Composition.  For entry forms and 
rules, go to: www.amherstPTA.org. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact co-chairs: 

Shelly Kayser 673-6457    SKayser@hughes.net 

BEAUTY IS...!  

Reflections deadline January 4, 2010! 

http://www.amherstpta.org/
mailto:SKayser@hughes.net
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2009 PTA Magazine Drive  
The 2009 Magazine Drive has wrapped up for both Wilkins & AMS.  The PTA would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the parents and teachers who made this year's drive a success.  There is 
a lot of effort behind the scenes by volunteers calculating orders and distributing prizes and willing 
parents filling out paperwork and placing online orders.  Thank-you all for your efforts. 

 

 
How did we do? 

This year (to date) between the two schools: 
¶ 388 students participated in the Magazine Drive 
¶ 1827 Magazine were sold 
 
The Magazine Drive continues and our totals will continue to climb.  The Amherst PTA will 
continue to get monies from online Magazine orders placed all throughout the year using the 
Amherst School Codes (WWW.QSP.COM <http://www.QSP.COM>  Wilkins 425005670 & 
AMS 425006783)  All monies from both codes are used toward activities and items divided 
between all the schools in the Amherst School District.  One big online program is the Postcard 
Booklet Orders and these orders are now beginning to flow in. 
 

 
The School Drives have Special Prizes for both students and teachers.  Many were honored with 
Special Recognition: 

 

Wilkins  
 

Top Classroom by Grade 
Each Classroom received a Magazine Drive Pig Mascot 

Grade 4ðMrs. Bacon 
Grade 3ðMrs. Giarrusso (Overall top classroom) 

Grade 2ðMrs. Scagnelli 
 

Top Salesman 
Emma Farnham Grade 2 

 She received "Alaska" the traveling Husky who represented  the top classroom  
throughout the Drive.  

 
Participation Award 

Mrs. Giarrusso received a Visa Gift Card for having over 90% of her homeroom  
participate in the Drive. 

 
Postcard Booklet Gift Card Winner 

Samantha Uutamo Grade 3 
 

http://www.qsp.com/
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Online Order Gift Card Winner 
Matthew Lapsley Grade 4 

  
AMS  

 
Top Sellers By Grade 

Receiving A Limo Lunch on Nov 19 
Grade 8 

Madelyne Bergeron 
Bridget Bohan 

 
Grade 7 

Natalie Nelson 
Lucy Hollister 

 
Grade 6 

Richard Gangi 
Benjamin Gottwald 

 
Grade 5 

Connor Gibbon 
Eric Loconto 

 
Limo Drawing Winners 

Receiving A Limo Lunch on Nov 19 
Julia Apiki Grade 5 

Gabriella Lunati grade 5 
 

Dunk Booth Winner 
Gets to throw the first ball in an effort to Dunk 

Principle Dodge this spring 
Peter Forster Grade 6 

 
Top Classrooms 
Mr. Steenhoek  

(Overall top Class throughout the entire Drive!   
Received the Traveling Husky for their efforts) 

Mrs. Robinson 
Mrs. Farrington 

 
Online Gift Card Winner 

Shaina Eichel Grade 6 
 

Dress the Faculty Winners 
On Nov 24 these lucky winners got to design an 

outfit for the following faculty members.   
Wigs, clothes and even make-up--everything left 

up to the winners! 
 

Mr. Dodge 
Alexandria DeFranco Grade 8 

Erin Woods Grade 7 
Spencer Rees Grade 6 

 
Ms. Martel 

Madison Adams Grade 8 
Thomas Robinson Grade 5 

Christopher Dickinson Grade 6 
 

Again this drive needs your support.   
Thank-you again for all your efforts. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact 
the Amherst PTA  ptaboard@amherstpta.org  

you contribute to your child's success and well-
being... and maybemake your life a little easier as 
well! 
 
Great discounts are also available from the follow-
ing companies: 
¶ Barnes and Noble 

¶ The HP Academy Store 

¶ MedicAlert Foundation 

¶ MetLife Auto & Home 

¶ OneCause Credit Card 

¶ Sharp Electronics Corporation 

¶ Southwest Airlines Vacations 

¶ T-Mobile 

All discount programs are only valid through the 
online programs, using the email addresses and/or 
specific telephone numbers provided. A pdf file 
with discount details will also be posted in the 
ñFormsò section of the website, www.AmherstPTA.org  

(Continued from page 2) 
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PTA Magazine Drive  

Just a reminder that the PTA Magazine drive runs 
all year long. 
¶ Using our school code all orders still benefit 

40% toward the Amherst School District. 
¶ Orders can be made 24 hours a day at 

www.qsp.com and can be a magazine renewal 
or new magazine purchase. 

 
Just follow the steps below: 
¶ Please go to www.qsp.com  
¶ Click "shop now" under the yellow supporters 

section 
¶ Enter 425006783 for school/organization 

(This is the Amherst School Middle School/
PTA code and is good every year.) 

¶ Shop for all your desired magazines by placing 
them in your cart (to find specific magazines 
just search by name in the search window) 

¶ After finding your magazines, proceed to 
check out 

¶ Enter mailing address & billing address 
¶ Under participant information:  Check box 

for "I do not have a participant to support. 
Please just have my order support AMS/
AMHERST PTA."  The monies from this 
code benefit Clark, Wilkins & AMS.  This 
will give 40% of your order to the Amherst 
School district to be used for educational 
activities for students in all Amherst Schools 
throughout the school year. Then complete 
check-out. 

 
  
Please feel free to share this code with family and 
friends as every little bit helps.  
 
Thank-you in advance for your support, 
Susan Shaw 
PTA Magazine Chair 
susansconsignments@comcast.net 

2010 Amherst PTA Play  

 Auditions Announced  

 
Contact: Jackie OôDowd play@amherstpta.org 
Actors, singers, and dancers, mark your 
calendars for auditions for the 57th annual 
Amherst PTA Play, Children of Eden, a story of 
parents and children and family based on the 
story of Genesis. The show, popular with 
community theater groups around the country, 
boasts a large cast performing wonderful 
music. 
Auditions will be held Tuesday, January 12 
and Thursday, January 14 from 6 PM ï 9 PM 
at Clark School.  Be prepared to sing, dance, 
and possibly read.  The soundtrack can be 
purchased at Amazon.com and other retailers. 
Adults and children fourth grade and up are 
encouraged to audition.  Children of Eden 
centers on families, making this an ideal show 
for parents and children to perform together. 
The PTA production of Children of Eden is 
directed by Alan Kaplan of Manchester, a 
veteran of two Amherst PTA shows and 
produced by veterans Jackie OôDowd and Rita 
Piotrowski, both of Amherst. Performance will 
be April 8-11, 2010 at Souhegan High School.  
Email play@amherstpta.org with questions. 
Check out our website, www.amherstpta.org/
play  for more information on auditions and 
performances. 

In Remembrance  

We have had two former staff members 
from our Schools pass away. 
Tessie McKeown  

(former 2nd Grade Teacher) 
Gail Westergren  

(former Principal Mont Vernon Village School) 
Please keep them in your thoughts . 

mailto:play@amherstpta.org
http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000175
mailto:play@amherstpta.org
http://www.amherstpta.org/play
http://www.amherstpta.org/play

