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An Invitation From The Board  

 

As the school year draws to a close the PTA Board would like to extend a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to all of the Committee Chairs for their hard work and dedication.  
In celebration of a fabulous year filled with wonderful memories, we ask that you 
join us on Tuesday, June 8th at Wilkins Elementary at 7pm for an evening of 
yummy treats and casual conversation!  Several of the Committee Chairs will be 
there allowing for a great opportunity to thank them personally and learn more 
about the terrific volunteer opportunities that are available throughout the year.  
We will also be voting in the Board Members for the upcoming school year.   

 

ñHappeningsò from the PTA Board 

  

¶ The National winners for the PTA Reflections Program have been 
announced! Congratulations to Evmorfia Alton who won an Award of 
Excellence in Primary Dance.  Congratulations to Emily Loose who 
won an Award of Excellence in Intermediate Literature.  Great job girls! 

¶ The PTA is continuing to accept Community Event and Fundraising 
Proposals for the upcoming school year.  The deadline is July1.  Please 
contact Denise Alderson at denise.alderson@hotmail.com for further 
information. 

¶ The PTA is currently seeking the following Committee Chair/Co-
Chairs:  Playbill Co-Chair, Online Auction Co-Chair & Committee,  
Curriculum Enrichment at AMS Co-Chair.  If you are interested in one 
of these positions or would like to help out in some other way, please 
email us at ptaboard@amherstpta.org or visit our website at 
www.amherstpta.org.   

¶ The PTA will continue to accept proposals from anyone interested in 
Directing 60th PTA play.  Please submit a proposal for Willy Wonka 
and any additional plays you have a passion for.  The deadline for 
submission is September 1, 2010.    

 

In conclusion, we wish you all a safe and happy summer!   

 

See you in the Fall! 

  

Regards,  

 The PTA Board 
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The AMHERST PTA Needs YOU 

 
 

The Amherst PTA is in need of  
SUPER AWESOME PARENTS! (like you) 

 
GENERAL CHAIR POSITIONS:  

CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT Co - Chair:  A terrific program 

that is incorporated into the schools curriculum...the kids love 

this program.  

MAGAZINE Co - Chair: One of our best fund raisers and a lot of 

fun.  

PTA PLAYBILL Co - Chair:   

Online Auction Co - Chair: This fundraiser is new to the PTA this 

coming year, but is guaranteed to be a lot of fun!  

 

The Amherst PTA is a wonderful family that supports many activities 
that our children participate in such as Reflections, Curriculum 
Enrichment, Holiday Story Time, Family Math Night, Family Science 
Dayé 
 
We also have several Fund raisers, like the Magazine Drive, Original Arts 
and the PTA Play, which help make all of this possible. 
 
There is also the very important behind the scenes committees, such as: 
Membership/Directory Committee, Attic Resources, Bellringer, Family 
Information Night, Grant Committee, Health Fair, Hospitality, PTA 
Playbill, PTA Play Producers, PTA Play Liaison and Staff Appreciation! 

 
  Please consider making the Amherst PTA part of your life! 
 

   Come to our Tuesday, June 8th  Meeting at 7PM Located  
                       In the Library at Wilkins Elementary School! 
 

    For more information contact The Amherst PTA Board 

           ptaboard@amherstpta.org  

Wednesday, June 2nd 

 Wilkins Field Day 

Wednesday, June 2nd 

 AMS Grade 5&6 

 Chorus Concert, 

 AMS Café, 6pm 

Thursday, June 3rd 

 Rain Date,  

 Wilkins Field Day 

Thursday, June 3rd 

 AMS Grade 7&8 

 Chorus Concert, 

 AMS Café, 6pm 

Friday, June 4th 

 Clark Field Day 

Monday, June 21st 

 Last Day of School 

 Wahoo!!! 
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Curriculum Enrichment at Wilkins  

 

Bay Colony Educators / 3rd Grade 

Bay Colony Educators visited the third grade in May and met as one assembly to discover how families lived in New 

England back in 1750. But first, this article would be remiss if it didnôt begin by recognizing that the third graders were an 

outstanding audience.  They demonstrated superior listening during this extensive program. Parents and guardians ï You 

should be very proud! 

The students began learning that nine out of 10 families were farmers; and children were expected helpers working six days 

a week and 10 hours a day. In fact, the more children a family had the more likely a family was to be successful. 

Farm families grew their own food from June through November and stored it in their barns during the winter. November 

was truly the meaning behind the harvest for Thanksgiving. 

There were many chores for children to do, not just grow food. Children made candles from animal fat, which was a big job 

considering an average family used about 3,000 candles a year! Sheep were sheered to make clothing. Each person had only 

four outfits for: work, church, school, and winter. The time it took to make clothing was astounding. Therefore, clothing 

was made very big, everyone slept in their work outfit, and five years usually passed before a child got a new pair of pants. 

Believe it or not, babies were even put to work after they lost their first tooth. Parents would have a baby stir animal fat and 

ashes in a pot without stopping for hours in order to make soap. One day of a baby stirring could make 36 bars of soap. 

Families used those bars of soap for everything from shaving to cleaning dishes and washing hair. 

Considering there wasnôt running water and heating water was a big job, families didnôt bathe often ï approximately every 

five weeks until winter. And, nobody wanted to bathe with freezing temperatures, besides accessing water from frozen 

ponds wasnôt easy. 

Each family built their own house, which was usually 20ô x 20ô (commonly know today as a ñgreat room.ò) They used their 

fireplace for cooking and heat, but houses were freezing during the New England winters. Everyone slept in the loft and 

often times woke up with ice on his or her blankets. 

As the students continued to learn about how families survived over 250 years ago, they were told that maintaining good 

health was extremely important. If anyone got sick or hurt, they didnôt go to a doctor or a hospital because it didnôt exist. Of 

course, people had ideas for remedies and healing, but it wasnôt true medicine. Therefore, birthdays were celebrated with a 

big feast ï honestly each year lived was a celebration! 

School was probably the most surprising segment that students learned about. During the first and second grade, children sat 

on a bench for hours with both feet flat on the floor while they learned prayer, counting, and the alphabet on a slate board 

since paper wasnôt invented yet. 

If children successfully completed second grade they were awarded a knife-type pen over the summer, which was very 

special to a student and their family. This allowed a child to begin third grade with the proper learning tool to practice 

penmanship for reading and writing. 

Overall, the Wilkins third graders could not believe that children were punished if they broke any of the three major rules: 

no whistling, wiggling, or giggling. ñPretendò demonstrations of punishment were acted out during the program and the 

students were shocked that a child would actually have to stand in front of the classroom and get their palm whipped or 

tongue tied for not following rules. It was the schoolmistressesô belief that the best way to teach a lesson is to be an example 

for everyone in the class. 
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Pioneer Living / 2nd Grade 

Pioneer Living visited Wilkins School in early May for the second graders to experience a hands-on museum of the 

historical colonial period. The second graders were told that everything from food, shelter, and clothing that people had was 

from living off the land. 

The students enjoyed the most incredible time exploring the different hands-on centers. Behind every station were walls of 

antiquesthat were on display for the corresponding center. 

One station was filled with all types of hand made toys for the children to explore and figure out how to use. Some were 

pretty tricky, but lots of fun. 

One station had actual dried corn that they grinded, sifted, and grinded again to learn that nothing was ever wasted. Next to 

this station was a table with dough, pins, and biscuit pans to practice making food as a result from the corn flour that was 

grinded. 

Students also got to turn a small piece of wool into yarn by using a card, which is a tool that looks like an oversized wire 

dog brush to smooth out the wool. If the students used the cards correctly, they would end up with what looked like a wool 

worm. Then, they twisted it with a partner into a piece of yarn, which would be used to make clothing. However, they 

simply made friendship bracelets instead. Some children are still wearing them! 

You may have noticed how smooth your childrenôs cheeks were when they got home? Well there was no question that the 

second graders learned how their fathers shaved hundreds of years ago by taking turns lathering their faces with soap, cold 

water (of course), and a pretend shaving blade. We noticed that both the boys and girls enjoyed this center equally the same. 

One part of the museum had two big water tubs filled with rocks and ñfoolsò gold. Talk about a gold rush to that center! 

Another section had small colored pasta, which was a usable product for the children make individual and creative 

necklaces. (Beans were what was actually used to make jewelry.) 

One other station was for laundry ï complete with two buckets, one for scrubbing the dirty clothing on a washboard and the 

other for catching the drained clothing once fed through the ring washer. Boys and girls alike used this very well, so they 

may be ready to help with modern day laundry at home. 

There was even tepee for the students to sneak a peek inside, but no teachers were allowed! 

A very special thanks is extended to the parent volunteers who provided support during the sessions. With your help, the 

children  were able to stay engaged and have fun while learning about the history of pioneer living. 
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Amherst PTA's 2010 Production  

Children of Eden - A Huge Success!  

 
 

We would like to thank everyone who 
participated in  and attended this year's 
production of Children of Eden.  We cannot 
thank the community of actors, production 
crew, and loyal audience members who 
supported this beautiful show.  It never ceases 
to amaze us the time and effort put in from all 
the volunteers, from audition night to the final 
Sunday matinee performance.  A special thank 
you to Alan Kaplan, our director for sharing 
your wisdom and dedication with us this 
year.  And also to Martha Daniels Holland, 
choreographer, Joe Rojek, music director, 
Roger Hurd, assistant director, Eric Abis, 
orchestra conductor, Paula Troie, costume 
coordinator, Laura Majore, makeup 
coordinator, and countless others backstage 
from the stage crew, ticket committee, 
publicity, chaperones, and parents driving to 
and from rehearsals each week.  Through 
everyone's efforts, over $8,000 was raised 
towards grants for Clark, Wilkins and AMS.    
 
Finally, we would like to announce next 
year's show!.  The 59th Annual Production 
will be The Music Man, which will be directed 
by Dave Ostrowski and Kevin Linkroum.   We 
know this long standing Amherst tradition is in 
good hands and we look forward to seeing you 
all at auditions, on one our production crews, 
or in the audience next year.  Have a great 
summer! 
 
 
Jackie O'Dowd and Rita Piotrowski - Co-
Producers  

 

Thank You  

Dear Amherst PTA, 

  

Thank you for continuing your financial support of the 

Clark/Wilkins Invention Convention.  Almost 100 

inventors shared their inventions on Wednesday 

evening, February 17th.  A great evening was enjoyed 

by all! 

  

Thank you, 

Kathie McIntyre & 

The Young Inventors of 2010 

 

 

 

To the Amherst PTA Members: 

 
Thank you for all of the Teacher Appreciation last 

week!  I won the gift certificate to Toadstool Books in 

one of the teacher raffles, which was such a treat!  It 

was so nice to be able to go into the bookstore and 

choose something just for me. :-)  Also, thank you for 

the delicious lunch last week.  I am sure I speak for all 

of the Clark School teachers when I say that we truly 

felt appreciated! 

 
Thanks again for all that you do.  You are an amazing 

group of people, and I really appreciate all that you do 

for our schools and our children.  I have worked in 

other school districts, and can honestly say that I have 

never seen another PTA do as much as you all do for 

the schools.  It truly "takes a village," and your group 

embodies that spirit in our wonderful community. 

 

~ Meghan Plaisted 

 

Meghan (Libby) Plaisted 

Attic Resources Requests  

Wilkins Elementary  

673-4411 

Betsy Kellndorfer  (bkellndorfer@sprise.com):  
Small low bookcase 

Please provide items directly to the requestor. 
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Emily Loose Evmorfia Alton  


