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Greetings Parents and Teachers!  

 

We would like to thank Gerry St. Amand and Porter Dodge for their 

presentations at the February PTA general meeting.  Please refer to the 

minutes which will be posted on our website for further details. 

 

We are looking forward to our guest speaker, Jean Rogers, joining us at 

the March general meeting.  Jean is the author of Kids Media Diet.  She 

offers workshops to show how we can reduce media and reclaim our 

child’s creativity and focus.  Jean’s book will be available for purchase at 

our general meeting and Jean will be offering a discount to her 

workshop to those who join us at the general meeting. 

 

This year’s PTA Play, Children of Eden is a must see for all families. The 

heartfelt and humorous story is an exploration of the relationship 

between parent and children without a religious point-of-view.  We will 

be raffling two tickets to the Thursday evening performance at the next 

general meeting, please join us for a chance to win.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at the next PTA meeting on March 9, 

2010 at 7 pm at the Amherst Middle School library. 

 

Gillian Smith and Jennifer Boucher 

Co-Presidents 



 

Dates to  

Remember 
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March 1st- March 31st 
 Clark/Wilkins Collect 

Dental Products for 
SHARE 

Tuesday, March 9th 
 Late Start 
 AMS/Clark/Wilkins 
Tuesday, March 9th 
 PTA General Meeting 
 AMS Library 7-8:30pm  
March 11th -13th 
 AMS Theatre Club 

Show 
 AMS Café  
 Thursday, Friday 7pm 
 Saturday,  2pm, 7pm 
Sunday, March 14th 
 Snow date  
 AMS Theatre Club 

Show  
 2pm, 7pm 
Thursday, March 18th 
 Wilkins Grade 2 Music 

Show 
 6:30 and 7:30pm 
Friday, March 19th 
 Snow date Wilkins 

Grade 2 Music Show 
Friday, March 26th 
 AMS Student Council 

Dance, Grades 6-8,  
 7-9:30pm 

March PTA General Meeting 
 

On March 9, Jean Rogers will be our guest speaker at the General PTA 
Meeting at 7pm at AMS.  Her presentation will be an introduction to 
the topic of limiting media.  She will review current statistics—new 
findings seem to emerge monthly—and what some families are doing to 
raise healthy, happy kids in a media-saturated world.  Jean’s message is 
one of balance—she doesn’t recommend unplugging altogether. 
  
Come learn about this hot topic and for the attendees there will be a 
raffle at the meeting for a signed copy of Jean Roger’s book Kids Under 
Fire ï Seven Simple Steps to Combat the Media Attack on Your Child. 
 
As a follow up to this meeting, the PTA will also offer a full Kids 

(Continued on page 6) 

Amherst PTA’s 58th Annual Production 
 
Save the date!  April 8-11, 2010, Amherst PTA will present its 58th 
annual production, "Children of Eden."  With lyrics and music by 
Stephen Schwartz (the creator of Wicked, Godspell, and Pippin), 
―Children of Eden‖ is a story of parents, children and faith.  Although 
audiences will recognize the characters of ―Children of Eden‖ from the 
Old Testament, this joyous and inspirational musical is more than a 
retelling of the well-known stories of Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel, and 
Noah & his family.  ―Children of Eden‖ is an honest, heartfelt, and 
often humorous exploration of the relationships between parents and 
children.  Adam, Eve, Noah, and the ―Father‖ who created them must 
deal with the daring and often confrontational choices of their respective 
children.  The show ultimately recognizes that ―the hardest part of love is 
letting go‖ and provides hope for believing in second chances. 

Does your Third or Fourth Grader love to write? 

 
Then sign him or her up for a weekly creative writing workshop with 
Souhegan High School senior Sara DeWitt. This is for third and 
fourth graders at Wilkins and Mont Vernon Village School at the 
Amherst Town Library on March 8, 15, 22, and 29 from 3:30 to 
5pm. Sara will meet students at Wilkins at 3pm outside the lobby to 
walk them to the Amherst library. MVVS students will need to 
obtain transportation. The workshop can only hold ten students, so 
please sign up as soon as possible. To do so, or if you have any 
questions, please email Sara DeWitt at: authortoobee@yahoo.com  



Programs and Committees 
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Reflections Winners 

 

On Saturday, January 16th, 2010 at the Clark School MPR, we celebrated the Arts! One hundred 

twenty-four students’ works of art were on display for all to enjoy. Photographs and Visual Arts 

entries were viewed, Literature entries were read, and Film, Dance and Music entries were watched 

and listened to by parents, students and teachers alike. Refreshments were served by the PTA’s 

Hospitality committee, and a fabulous time was had by all! The talents of our students were 

amazing! Thank you for taking the time out of your busy day to come show your support at the Art 

Clark State:   

Morgan Daniel, Charlotte Farris  

Clark Honorable Mention:   

Charlotte Farris, Henry Bennett, Evelyn Dowd, 

Luke Romano  

Photographs for Wilkins School Winners were unavailable. 

Wilkins State: 

Mariss Romano, Christopher Sodders, Grace Valvano, Rylee Young, Evmorfia Alton 

Julia Tilton, Olivia Freud, Alexis Warner, Anna Quinlan, Katie Peters, Cameron Bacher, Bailey 

Conard, Sarah Kayser, Rebecca Benjamin  

  

Wilkins Honorable Mention: 

Anthony Romano, Abigail Ahearn, Joe Bennett, Charlotte Rohlfs 
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AMS State: 

Front:  Lauren Rohlfs, Emily Loose 

Back:  Teigue Young, Hadley Ramsay, Gabrielle 
AMS Honorable Mention: 

Front:  John Sullivan, Peter Forster 

Back:  Teigue Young, Sienna Langone, 

Alexandra Safarz, Allison Roberts 

SHS  State: 

Kelsey Mack, Katrina Jacobs, Jacqui Girouard, Sara 

Lafleur, Micah Quindazzi (In back)  

SHS Honorable Mention: 

Molly Murphy, Tori Haley  

Missing from SHS:  

Courtney Hopp, Mike Caruso, Erin Whitney, Pia Marciano, Lucas Nevrla, Morgan Adams    



Programs and Committees 
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Don’t miss out! The Amherst PTA’s 58th annual play, Children of Eden, promises to be yet another 
smash hit! An important fundraiser, a community event, great entertainment, and an Amherst 
tradition – all rolled into one great event! Watch the Bellringer and local papers for ticket information. 
Performances will be held April 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th at Souhegan High School. 
 
PLAYBILL 
Gail Jordan 
 429-0628 or jordan.gail@comcast.net 
 
If you've ever been to a play, you've seen a Playbill.  They serve two important purposes.  The Playbill 
contains all the necessary information about the play itself.  It also generates significant revenue 
through advertising and sponsorships.  The PTA uses this income for Spring Grants - the "wish list" of 
teachers and staff for education-enhancing equipment and supplies.  There are many opportunities to 
advertise in the Playbill, from full-page ads to the ever-popular "Shining Star" sponsorships, a fantastic 
way to show someone that you think they are a star!   
 

This is where your role in the play comes in.  You can become a sponsor.  If you own a business, you 
can place an ad that will be seen by hundreds, probably even thousands, of theater-goers.  You can 
encourage your family members, neighbors and our local businesses to participate and see their names 
in the PTA Playbill as they support our schools and children.  Sponsorship and advertisement forms 
can be found in this issue of the Bellringer and on the Amherst PTA Play website.  The deadline for 
participation is Friday, March 12th. 

Are you allowing the media to raise 

your children? 

 
Television, video games, iPods… Kids want it all. 
Their friends have it all. And the ―all‖ gets worse 
every year. 
  
But parenting in the media age doesn’t have to 
be scary, says Jean Rogers, who with Bob Farqu-
har is the author of Kids Under Fire ï Seven Simple 
Steps to Combat the Media Attack on Your 
Child.  See for yourself when Jean Rogers pre-
sents at our next PTA General Meeting.   
Jean Rogers, of Amherst, NH, and Bob Farqu-

har, who makes his home in Merrimack, NH, 
also are co-founders of Kids Media Diet 
( w w w . k i d s m e d i a d i e t . o r g  < h t t p : / /
www.kidsmediadiet.org> ) , dedicated to help-
ing young people grow up to be savvy consum-
ers of media. 

Media Diet workshop in the spring for those 
that are interested in more.  We will share 
more of the details of this workshop at the 
March 9th meeting 

   We look forward to seeing you there! 

(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.kidsmediadiet.org/
http://www.kidsmediadiet.org/


 

2010 Amherst PTA Playbill - Advertisement Form 

 

 Company Name:____________________________________________________ 

 

 Company Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

 Contact Person:  ______________________________Phone_________________ 

 

 Email Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

 

 The Playbill will be the typical program size of 5-1/4ò x 8-1/2ò.  Please check the ad size you 

would like to run: 

 

 _____  $25.00 ï Business Listing/Professional Patron ï One line only 

 

 _____  $40.00 ï 1/6 Page Ad ï Please circle your preference: 4-1/2ò x 1-1/4ò  or 2-1/4ò x 2-1/2ò 

 

 _____  $60.00 ï 1/3 Page Ad ï 4-1/2ò x 2-1/2ò 

 

 _____  $85.00 ï ½ Page Ad ï 4-1/2ò x 3-3/4ò 

 

 _____  $175.00 ï Full Page Ad ï 4-1/2ò x 7-1/2ò 

 

 _____  $250.00 ï Back Cover ï 4-1/2ò x 7-1/2ò 

 

 Performance dates and times are: April 8th @ 7:00 p.m., April 9th @ 7:00 p.m.,   

 April 10th @ 2 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., and April 11th @ 2:00 p.m.  Please include a 

 camera-ready copy of your ad, your business card or a company logo. 

 

Please make your check payable to ñAMHERST PTAò and mail to: 

Gail Jordan (Attn: PTA PLAYBILL) 

 4 Mosswood Circle 

 Amherst, NH  03031 

jordan.gail@comcast.net or 429-0628 

 

Advertisement Deadline ~ Friday, March 12th 

Thank you for supporting the Amherst PTA! 

mailto:jordan.gail@comcast.net


 

2010 Amherst PTA Playbill - Sponsorship Form 

 

 Shining Star Sponsorship- Do you know someone who you think is a STAR?  They 

 might be a friend, a teacher, a relative, or someone in the play.  Let them SHINE on our 

 ñShining Starsò page for just $5 per listing.  If you would like to consider a larger message 

 for your ñShining Starò, please refer to the advertisement form for sizes and pricing. 

 

To:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

From or Love:  ______________________________________________ 

 

To:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

From or Love:  ______________________________________________ 

 

Pet Sponsorship ï Only $3 per listing!  Please include your last name (Fido Smith) 

 

LIVING:      IN MEMORIAM:  

 

Pet's Name: _____________________   Pet's Name: ___________________________ 

 

Pet's Name: _____________________   Pet's Name: ___________________________ 

 

Play Sponsorship ï Another great way to support the PTA!  Your name will appear in 

the Playbill under one of the following categories.  Please indicate your choice. 

 

(  )  Family - $20  (  ) Friend - $10 

 

I would like my name/family to be listed as follows: 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Totals: 

 Shining Star _____________ @ $5.00 each                 $ _______________ 

 

Pet Sponsorship __________ @ $3.00 each  $ _______________ 

 

Play Sponsorship ($20 / $10)   $ _______________ 
 

Total Sponsorship Due    $ _______________ 

 

 

Please make your check payable to ñAMHERST PTAò and mail to: 

Gail Jordan, 4 Mosswood Cir, Amherst, NH  03031 

429-0628 or  jordan.gail@comcast.net  

Sponsorship Deadline ~ Friday, March 12th 

mailto:jordan.gail@comcast.net
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A Beast in  

Amherst Middle 

School? 
The cast and crew are 
practicing so hard to pull 
the show together. This 
musical is a thrilling tale of 
a beautiful young girl 
Belle, (played by Hailey 
Aiken) who runs away to 
try to find her kidnapped 
father. Meanwhile she runs 
into a cursed prince who is 
a Beast (played by Jason 
Emmond)!  Beauty and The Beast Jr. is in full swing. Show dates are March 11th, 12th and 13th. 
Tickets go on sale February 1st Thank you for supporting our theater club!     - Cora Thibeault 

 

Curriculum Enrichment at Wilkins School 

 
January was an exciting month for the 3rd and 4th grade students. 3rd graders were dazzled by an 
electricity show hosted by Techsploration that was followed by workshops throughout the day in Mrs. 
Giarusso’s classroom.  The 3rd graders engaged in hands-on circuit experiments that kept them 
entertained and on the edge of their seats.  And, the teachers reported that their student’s science 
journals were full of information and their students couldn’t stop talking about electricity all day! 
The following week, Meteorologist, Kevin Skarupa from WMUR presented the topic of weather to 
the 3rd graders.  The students learned about cloud types: Cirrus, Stratus, and Cumulus.  They also 
learned about different directions that electricity travels – sometimes even sideways.  Mr. Skarupa was 
very impressed with the level of knowledge from the students; and shared that forecasting weather is 
not a perfect science and that is why sometimes meteorologists ―get the forecast wrong.‖ The 
presentation ended with Mr. Skarupa taking video footage of the students, which was aired on the 
morning news. 
At the end of the month Techsploration returned to present a show on Simple Machines to the 4th 
grade students.  What a fun afternoon everyone had learning about how simple machines help us do 
work by trading distance for effort. For example, a short distance lever requires a lot of effort and long 
distance levers require little effort.  Students learned how they could control the force of simple 
machines by using hand-cranked power with levers, gears, belts, and pulleys.  The students also 
learned that there are different classes of levers, which are determined by the location of the load, 
fulcrum, and effort. A student even lifted a teacher up from the stage by using a lever!  And, we watched 
Stinky the Lion catapult across the stage from a lacrosse stick.  Indeed, the Simple Machine show 
made learning fun! 

 



Community News 
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AJWC Family B-I-N-G-O Night 

Friday, March 26th from 5:30pm to 8pm 

 

 

Sharpen your game skills and come to Wilkins School in Amherst for Family Bingo Night! Join us 
for pizza, baked goods, drinks and prizes. Doors open at 5:30pm. Food and drinks available for 
purchase from 5:30pm to 6:15pm. Bingo games run from 6:15pm to 8pm. 

  

Kids can play for a chance to win nearly 100 great prizes! Bingo play is $6 per person and includes 8 
games. During the evening, one SPECIAL Bingo game will also be called, giving kids a chance to win 
larger prizes. Special cards are optional and cost an additional $2 per person. You may also buy $1 
raffle tickets for a chance to win half of the raffle money collected. 

 

Special prizes include:  • Sharing a snack and a story with school librarian Kathleen McIntyre • 
Amherst Police Department tour with Lt. James Brace • $25 gift certificate from The Toadstool 
Bookshop • Manicure at The Skin & Body Spa • Tickets to the Amherst PTA production of 
Children of Eden • Box seats to a Fisher Cats baseball game • Storyland passes • Tri-Town Ice 
Arena passes • Santa’s Village passes • Vertical Dreams rock climbing gym gift certificate • 
McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center passes. 

 

Family Bingo Night is a biannual fundraiser for the Amherst Junior Women's Club. All proceeds 
from the event will benefit local schools and area non-profits. For more information, contact the 
AJWC at: webmaster@amherstjuniors.org. 

mailto:webmaster@amherstjuniors.org


STEVE BLUNT CDðS BY SPECIAL ORDER...WITH SCHOOL REBATE! 

 

    HANG ON, HENRY!               HIP HOP KANGAROO               FANGA ALAFEA  

   

 

Steve Blunt is a childrenôs musician and storyteller who recently performed at Clark School for the 

kindergarten and 1st grade classes.  His program included songs from his CDôs Hang On, Henry! and 

Outta School!  Both CDôs feature original tunes for kids, and both have won Parentsô Choice 

ñApprovedò Awards (Fall, 2003 and Fall, 2007).   Steve has two additional CDôs, Kangaroos & 

Didgeridoos (with the song ñHip Hop Kangarooò) and Letôs Have a Reading Party! (16 songs & 

stories that make reading rock, co-produced with author/ illustrator, Marty Kelleyð

www.martykelley.com). 

 

Steve is offering a special deal for Amherst students.  For this special order, Steveôs CDôs are $10.00 

each, with $2.50 per CD coming back to Amherst PTA to help support enrichment programming.  If 

your family would like to place an order, please fill out the form below and return it to your childôs 

teacher, with payment by check payable to ñSteve Blunt.ò  Orders should be submitted by Friday, 

March 12; CDôs will be delivered 7-10 days after the school order is finalized. 

 

To find out more about Steve and his music, including song samples, visit www.steveblunt.com. 

 

éééééééééééééééééédetach hereéé..éééééééééééééééééé 

 

Student Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Name _______________________________________________________  

 

# HANG ON, HENRY CDs ____                 # LETôS HAVE A READING PARTY CDs ________ 

 

# KANGAROOS & DIDGERIDOOS CDs _______                     # OUTTA SCHOOL! CDs _____ 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CDs _____________ 

 

TOTAL COST ($10 per CD)éémake check payable to Steve Blunt for this amountéé$ ______ 

 


